
Cayman's Bungalow contained bathrooms and kitchens, which up 

~ if the 1920s were accommodated in detached out-houses or 

cabooses. A Bungalow home would have several bedrooms, a parlour 

and kitchen all arranged in different configurations, so everyone's house 
could look different from the next 

THE CONTEMPORARY VILLA 
The Bungalow form of homeplan has essentially survived with 

us until today, and is now finished externally in a variety of styles 

dubbed by realtors as British Colonial, Spanish, Mediterranean, or 
Italianate, for example. 

Cabin and Cottagehomes were around 600sqft, while the traditional 
Bungalow was around 1200 sqft. Today our homes are anywhere 
from a basic 2000sqft to the six, seven or eight bedroom mansion villa 
of 10,000 sqft. 

Our earlier homes provided the basic needs of shelter for their 
inhabitants, while our contemporary lifestyle demands the basic 
appointments of air conditioning and electrical power to service our 
specially designed spaces known as media or family rooms , 
kitchens, laundries, garages, studies, dressing rooms etc. We have 
built boundary walls and fences to protect our properties, abandoned 
the sociable concepts of the front porch, and closed our tinted 
glass windows to keep the coolness of thf.J .A.C inside. The yard has 

become a manicured grass lawn surrounded by an assortment of 
imported plantings, some homes also haVing a swimming pool. Cars 
arestored in garages. 

Clearly our lifestyle today is a far cry from the days of the Cayman 

turtler but as Cayman prepares to proucly co nmemorate its 500th 
anniversary it is interesting to note that the cha_,ter and style of our 

homes is still very much influenced byour relationships offshore. Such is 
'Island Life'. Withan influx of foreigners to our shoresit is not surprising 
that our homes have developed a more 'international' style of influence, 
however it is even more interesting to observe thatthere is an increasing 
desire from all of our population to maintain a 'Cayman Style' derived 

from thevernacularofour past Historical references arebeing replicated 
inan ever-increasingnumber of newstructures, including hotels, offices 
and apartment buildings. 

As we embark on a new century one wonders whether a newer 
'Cayman Style' might emerge. Ina world where the marketplace is ever 
shrinking and where internet and satellite communications make 
distance and locale almost irrelevant, 'things Caymanian' will become 
even more important to preserve. This potentially techno-driven erawill 

have to be concerned with eco-tourism, recycling, energyconservation 
and other environmental issues. 

So our future housing will like~ be built to balanqy technological 
necessities with energy conservation, a cornbinationthat .ouqht to lead 

/' .. 
to a styleof architecture that is perhaps more respectful and sustainable 
for the tropical environment in which we live. . . . • 

John Doak, whose architectural firm specialises in the 

BSign of s lar d homes. has been based on GrandCayman anddesigned 
. cug Jt the Caribbean since 1979. For an informed opinion on 
COOSIIl(;tiOl and development in lIle Cayman Islands, contact John at 

5)9463625 C( bye-mall to: doak@candwky 
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